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Introduction 

In response to the written opinion the applicants have presented counter arguments to 
the various issues raised by the examiner, especially with respect to novelty and 
inventive step. However, these counter arguments seem to ignore the fact that 
compositions comprising any polysaccharide exhibiting globular structure and their use 
in fabric care are, in fact, being claimed. For this reason the international preliminary 
examination report which follows is merely a repeat of the written opinion. 

Ad section V.: 

The following documents are cited herein: 

D1= JP-A-61 84943 (Patent Abstracts of Japan) 

D2= JP-A-61 84943 (DenA/ent Abstract) 

D3= WO-A-9 1/1 55564 

D4= US-A-41 69064 

D5= WO-A-97/45510 

D6= WO-A-97/11151 

Fabric care compositions comprising a polysaccharide as required by present claim 1 
were already known from the prior art (see D1 , D2 as well as claims and examples of 
D3 and D4 and D5, examples 1 to 3 and claims 20, 21). 

Therefore, the subject-matter of claim 1 lacks novelty (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The additional features of claims 2 to 7, 19, 25-27, 34-36, 38-47, 51-54, 56-57, 59-61 . 
63-73, 79-83, 89, 91 , 93-96 are disclosed in the above mentioned documents. 
In this respect, the numerous preferred embodiments specified in the claims, as well as 
the indication of use in the product claims, do not limit in any respect the scope of such 
claims. Furthermore, instructions for use must necessarily be associated to a product 
put on the market and they must explain the use of the product and necessarily contain 
pictures or icons, e.g. for identification of the producer. 

Therefore, all these features are inherently disclosed in the above cited prior art, which 
relates to industrially applicable compositions. 
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In the light of the prior art, e.g. D6, it was already obvious to use oligosaccharides 
(page 5, line 34 to page 6, line 8 and page 7, line 31 to page 8, line 16) as enhancers 
for fabric care agents or to use silicone polymers (pages 42 and 43); it was thus 
obvious for a skilled man to use the commercially available oligosaccharides and 
modified silicone polymers in the compositions of D1 to D5 and to expect similar 
results. Furthermore, it was also obvious to use other commercially available 
polysaccharides with a 1 ,3-[SPEC0803]-glycosidic linkage like the pullulans or the 
glucans used in D1 and D2. It was also obvious to use in the above known 
compositions known polymers as those of claims 28-32 or salts like those of claim 33 or 
the known softeners of claim 37. Moreover, it was obvious in the light of the cited prior 
art and of the general knowledge of a skilled man to use known conditioning 
compositions as a pretreatment before washing or in the main wash or in the rinse or 
as a dryer-added composition and it was obvious to select for all these processes the 
optimum method of application of the composition. 

None of the additional features of the novel claims 8 to 18, 20-24, 28-33, 37, 48-50, 55, 
58, 62, 74-78, 84-88, 90 and 92 appear to provide an unexpected advantage with 
respect to the prior art and thus these claims do not involve an inventive step (Article 
33(3) PCT). 

Ad section VI.: 

WO-A-99/55736, published on 04.1 1 .99 and claiming a priority date of 27.04.98 
appears to disclose all the features of claims 1 to 1 1 , 19-20, 35-36, 38-43, 45-47, 51- 
52, 63-64, 70-72, 89, 91 , 92, 94 and 95 (see claims, examples and page 18, line 15 to 
page 30, line 7). 

Ad section VII.: 

Independent claims are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) PCT, 
which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in 
combination from the prior art (one of documents D1 to D5) being placed in a preamble 
(Rule 6.3(b)(i) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in a characterising 
part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 
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Independent claims should therefore be redrafted accordingly. If, however, the 
applicant is of the opinion that the two-part form would be inappropriate, then reasons 
therefor should be provided in the letter of reply. 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 to D5 is not mentioned in the description, nor are these 
documents identified therein. 

The present application comprises an exceedingly great number of claims, which does 
not appear to be justified by the real scope of the invention. In fact, since the subject- 
matter of most of the claims appears to be not novel, the set of claims should be 
redrafted with a minimum of independent claims (Rule 6.1(a) PCT) and taking into 
account the requirements of unity of invention (Rule 13.1 PCT). 

Ad section VIII.: 

The wordings "polysaccharide with globular structure", "substituted versions of said 
oligosaccharides" and "derivatised versions of said oligosaccharides" in the claims are 
unclear insofar, as they do not identify precisely the type of compounds or derivatives 
thereof falling within the scope of the claims. 

Furthermore, the word "about", referred to numerical ranges in the claims, detracts 
from the clarity of such claims. 
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